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Criminal-legal content of the “corruption” concept
In the article, taking into account the provisions of the current national anti-corruption legislation, historical, international and foreign experience, the criminal-legal content of the “corruption” concept is clarified. Analysis of the historical past shows that corruption as a negative social phenomenon arose after the emergence of power and monetary relations. It is established that in Ukraine, the modern legislative “corruption” concept has only criminal-legal content and does not directly cover issues of administrative, civil-legal and disciplinary liability. Such a situation was considered unacceptable, since corruption comprises apart from corruption offenses, for which criminal liability occurs, other kinds of offenses. Directly in the Criminal Code of Ukraine corruption appears in corruption crimes, a list of which is given in the Note to Article 45. 

As for theory and practice, there is no currently a universal and all-embracing notion of “corruption” in those. In international anti-corruption conventions, the emphasis is made not on defining the notion of “corruption”, but on its particular types (forms). The exception is the Civil Law Convention on Corruption (ETS 174) dated November 4, 1999, in which Article 2 contains the definition of “corruption”, however it is abstract and contradictory. The definitions of corruption in the criminal law of foreign countries are characterized by diversity and it may have a narrower or wider meaning. First of all, corruption (bribery) covers two separate but inextricably linked acts – giving bribes and obtaining bribes (respectively, active and passive bribery).

It is proposed to distinguish between the two most appropriate ways to improve the concept of “corruption” in Ukrainian legislation: a) it is necessary to fill the current definition of corruption with detailed descriptive categories that would expand and clarify the boundaries of its items, acts, consequences, etc., or b) it should be clearly listed the violations of which criminal, administrative or civil-legal norms, as well as disciplinary rules, will form corruption. 
